
From: Szelag.Matthew@epamail.epa.gov
To: Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov
Cc: cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV; Macchio.Lisa@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: RE: draft exposure picture
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 12:03:12 PM

I'm out on Friday and it looks like we have conflicting meetings on Thursday.  How about next Monday,
 the 24th.  Lisa and I are available anytime but 10-11.

Matthew Szelag
US EPA Region 10
1200 Sixth Ave, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101
Phone: 206-553-5171

---09/17/2012 11:53:59 AM---Let’s shoot for noon (11a PDT) on this Friday. From: Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)
 [mailto:cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV]

From: <Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov>
To: <cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV>, Matthew Szelag/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Lisa Macchio/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 09/17/2012 11:53 AM
Subject: RE: draft exposure picture

Let’s shoot for noon (11a PDT) on this Friday. 
 
From: Niemi, Cheryl (ECY) [mailto:cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV] 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2012 12:51 PM
To: Matthew Szelag
Cc: Lisa Macchio; Don Essig
Subject: RE: draft exposure picture
 
Thanks Matt.  I am OK talking about this later in the week.  Wednesday I am booked all day.  On Thursday I am
 booked from 11-1:00, otherwise open from about 8:30-2:00, and on Friday I can talk between about 10:30 and
 1:00.  
 
________________________________________________________ 
Cheryl A. Niemi 
Surface Water Quality Standards Specialist 
Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia  WA  98504 
360.407.6440 
cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov
 
From: Matthew Szelag [mailto:Szelag.Matthew@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)
Cc: Lisa Macchio; Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov
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Subject: RE: draft exposure picture
 

Hi Cheryl,
Lisa and I can talk tomorrow, but Lisa just called Don and it sounds like he is unavailable. 

I'm not sure what your time schedule is for this. Would you like to wait for a time for the four of us to talk
 this Wednesday/Thursday or would you like to talk to Lisa and I tomorrow? Please let me know and I can
 share some times that would work for us.

Thanks,

Matthew Szelag
US EPA Region 10
1200 Sixth Ave, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101
Phone: 206-553-5171

"Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)" ---09/17/2012 09:29:50 AM---Thanks Matt. Any chance you and Lisa could also
 plug Don into this? I am really trying to share id

From: "Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)" <cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV>
To: Matthew Szelag/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 09/17/2012 09:29 AM
Subject: RE: draft exposure picture

Thanks Matt. Any chance you and Lisa could also plug Don into this? I am really trying to share ideas and project
 status with him since the two state efforts on HHC are so close in timing and geography. I can talk today or
 tomorrow between about 8-2. Just let me know so I can plan to be at my desk. Thanks, Cheryl

________________________________________________________ 
Cheryl A. Niemi 
Surface Water Quality Standards Specialist 
Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia WA 98504 
360.407.6440 
cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov

From: Matthew Szelag [mailto:Szelag.Matthew@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 4:26 PM
To: Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)
Subject: Re: draft exposure picture

Hi Cheryl,
Lisa and I will give you a call Monday or Tuesday to discuss this. Thanks for sharing.

Matt
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"Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)" ---09/13/2012 12:12:45 PM---Hi All, I have been grappling with trying to define
 the geographic boundaries of our CWA WQS and how

From: "Niemi, Cheryl (ECY)" <cnie461@ECY.WA.GOV>
To: Matthew Szelag/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, "Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov" <Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov>, Lisa
 Macchio/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 09/13/2012 12:12 PM
Subject: draft exposure picture

Hi All,

I have been grappling with trying to define the geographic boundaries of our CWA WQS and how that intersects
 with our CWA WQS regulation of sources of contamination and sources of fish/shellfish. I have tried to put these
 concepts together in a graphic – which I know will need revision. You might or might not agree with the way I have
 delineated between CWA and non-CWA areas and sources, and I would appreciate your comments. I would like to
 get the most accurate picture I can on how all these work together, and be able to illustrate it for people. In the
 attached draft picture the largest shape includes all exposures to a hypothetical chemical, and it is divided down
 further into CWA-covered sources of exposure to the chemical. Since this is such an early draft I would appreciate if
 you don’t forward it on to others – would like your input at first as I try to get it correct and clear.

Why am I doing this? I need to be able to deal with the question of why we would include anadromous fish
 consumption (or a percentage of anadromous fish consumption) in a CWA criterion. Oregon did this and many here
 also want it. I think including salmon is a huge state risk management decision because, as I read the 2000 guidance
 (and earlier guidance), EPA has already made the risk management decision that anadromous fish and the chems in
 sources not regulated by the CWA (and that includes the contaminants in salmon that are picked up in the ocean
 beyond the CWA’s control) would not be included in these criteria that implement the CWA. This was shown by the
 decision not to include salmon in the FCR (under the assumption that the contaminants in salmon were picked up in
 the open ocean outside the regulation and control of the CWA) and by using RSCs to account for other sources of
 exposure. I find the EPA decision in this case to be consistent with my understanding of the coverage of the CWA. I
 need to be able to discuss this clearly with the public, so that whatever the final outcome is regarding use of salmon
 in the FCR for Washington, the risk management decision will be made with all available information and with eyes
 wide open. 

If you have time please give this a look, and I would really appreciate your comments. If I have not made it
 understandable please ask for clarification – that will help me fix it.

Maybe, if we have some different views or information on this, we could get a conference call together to talk about
 and clarify the issues around this. And – I am putting together a list of other issues we can all talk about together
 (Don is helping with this), so maybe we could just use this as the start.

Thanks for your help,

Cheryl

________________________________________________________ 
Cheryl A. Niemi 
Surface Water Quality Standards Specialist 
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Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia WA 98504 
360.407.6440 
cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov
[attachment "Draft exposure and source picture for tissue.pptx" deleted by Matthew Szelag/R10/USEPA/US] 
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